
 

2010 – 2011 Watershed Legacy Program Projects  

Blackfoot Challenge Tour 

Project Category: Outreach, Communication and Education 

                                Land Use Issues  

The Drywood/Yarrow Conservation Partnership and the Chief Mountain Landowner Information 

Network in cooperation with Cardston County and the Municipal Districts (MD) of Pincher Creek, Willow 

Creek and Ranchland saw an opportunity to share ideas, promote discussion and expose producers in 

the Oldman watershed to options regarding cattle movement and timing of grazing, dead livestock 

disposal and the prevention of large carnivore conflicts with livestock and their associated impacts on 

the watershed.  

Through facilitating a tour, funded in part by the Oldman Watershed Council’s, Watershed Legacy 

Program, organizers were able to take participating producers to Ovando, Montana to visit a Watershed 

Stewardship Group, the Blackfoot Challenge, whose members are putting some of these options into 

action. The Blackfoot Challenge Tour highlighted different management options such as utilizing “dead-

stock” or livestock removal bins, the siting of dead pits or bone yards, electric fencing, feed yard fencing, 

and grain storage upgrades to deter future large carnivore conflicts.  

The total cost of the tour was $20,000 with the OWC covering $5,000 and the other $15,000 being 

covered by the Miistakis Institute, the Blackfoot Challenge and in-kind.  

The Watershed Legacy Program provided funding for: 

 bus, 

 hotel and 

 meals 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Blackfoot Challenge Tour participants learned about a number of management 

options for the prevention of large carnivore conflicts with livestock 



 

Fifteen enthusiastic producers were able to attend the tour, the impacts of which were much farther-

reaching, affecting hundreds within the Oldman watershed and other watersheds throughout the 

province. Due to the concepts participants learned and shared with fellow watershed residents, the tour 

effectively initiated: 

 ten projects for the prevention of large carnivore conflicts,  

 two watershed and community based dead livestock removal programs, 

 over 500 people being exposed to the learning’s from the tour through presentations at 

workshops, banquets and tours.  

In turn, the actions promoted and projects initiated as a result of the tour have improved water quality 

and overall watershed health by removing large carnivore attractants and introducing innovative 

solutions to reduce conflicts with livestock so that livestock grazing patterns and movement on the 

landscape are not disrupted and impacting the land in less desirable ways than they would otherwise. 

The tour was successful in increasing awareness of producers as to the impact that their management 

decisions can have at a community and watershed scale and in further motivating and inspiring 

stewardship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Bear resistant electric fencing 

The tour increased producers’ awareness about the 

impacts of their management decisions and further 

inspired stewardship  


