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Easements a solution for conservation

BY SCHNARR, J.W. ON MARCH 13, 2016.

J.W. Schnarr

LETHBRIDGE HERALD

jwschnarr@lethbridgeherald.com

Landowners looking to preserve the pristine nature of portions of their land could consider conservation
easements through a land trust.

Justin Thompson, executive director fo the Southern Alberta Land Trust Society, recently spoke at the Oldman
Watershed Council “Holding the Reins” landowner summit about the importance of private land conservation
strategies in the Oldman headwaters.

Thompson said he became involved in SALTS after looking into a conservation easement on his own land.

http://lethbridgeherald.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://lethbridgeherald.com/obituaries/
http://lethbridgeherald.com/special-sections/
http://lethbridgeherald.com/forms/subscribe/subscribe.php
http://lethbridgeherald.com/subscribe-now/
http://lethbridgeherald.com/wp-login.php
http://lethbridgeherald.com/wp-login.php?action=register
https://twitter.com/leth_herald
http://www.facebook.com/lethbridgeHerald
http://www.youtube.com/user/lethbridgeHerald
http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/
http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/provincial-news/
http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/national-news/
http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/world-news/
http://lethbridgeherald.com/
http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/2016/03/13/easements-a-solution-for-conservation/?print=pdf
http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/2016/03/13/easements-a-solution-for-conservation/?print=print
mailto:jwschnarr@lethbridgeherald.com
http://www.reddit.com/submit?title=Easements%20a%20solution%20for%20conservation&url=http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/2016/03/13/easements-a-solution-for-conservation/
mailto:?subject=Easements%20a%20solution%20for%20conservation&body=http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/2016/03/13/easements-a-solution-for-conservation/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/2016/03/13/easements-a-solution-for-conservation/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/2016/03/13/easements-a-solution-for-conservation/&text=Easements%20a%20solution%20for%20conservation
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/2016/03/13/easements-a-solution-for-conservation/
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/local-news/2016/03/13/easements-a-solution-for-conservation/&media=


“I was introduced to SALTS because I chose to do a conservation easement on our family land,” he said. “I spent
my youth growing up in that landscape and it’s very close to me, so I decided to do a conservation easement.”

SALTS is a locally-based charitable non-profit society dedicated to protecting the environmental, productive,
scenic and cultural values of southern Alberta’s grasslands, woodlands, and wetlands, both along the Eastern
Slopes and prairie regions.

SALTS was established with the idea that the most effective and lasting conservation solutions both originate and
are maintained at the community level.

“They work with landowners specifically that want to protect their land and conservation easements,” said Cody
Spencer, OWC Watershed Legacy Program Manager.

They can put one on their land and set it aside so it stops future development, oil and gas, that kind of thing.”

“If a landowner wants to see their land remain undeveloped in perpetuity, they can do a conservation easement
with a land trust,” Thompson said. “That easement is placed on title. But in return for giving up some of the
development rights on the land, be they houses or roads, the land trust compensates the landowner, typically in a
combination to tax credits and cash.”

SALTS operates in four main areas, including:

Conservation easements and the value of maintaining the integrity of pristine land;

Education for the general public, industry, and government;

Ecosystem study and protection to promote and coordinate scientific studies into healthy ecosystems, watershed
issues, and

Range management and monitoring to help ranchers improve their understanding of stewardship.

For more information, please visit salts-landtrust.org.
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